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Dryvit has student housing covered 
 
For main contractors Boyle Brothers Building Services Ltd, Dryvit ACR 50™ has 

proved the ideal solution to create an attractive but low maintenance look for a new 

apartment block in Ireland.  

 

An Sean Mhuilleann (The Old Mill) in Tralee, Ireland, is a 7 storey concrete structure, 

which contains 430 bedrooms in 114 apartments and an underground car park. 

 

While the building was an initiative of the Irish government, it is a project solely 

funded by investors and will be privately owned. The house is being let as student 

accommodation for 10 years. 

 

For Boyle Brothers Building Services, therefore, the main criteria was to create an 

attractive building that would require low maintenance - for these reasons Dryvit ACR 

50 anti-crack render was chosen. 

 

“We were looking for a product that would transform the exterior envelope of the 

building but be virtually maintenance free and cost effective”, comments David Boyle, 

Director of Boyle Brothers Building Services.  “We looked at a number of products 

available on the market.  However, after meeting with Greenspan, Dryvit’s 

distributors in Ireland, our final decision was made easier as we knew immediately 

that the Dryvit product would fulfil all of our criteria.”  

  

Work on the building began last year and was completed in April 2004.  Once 

completed, the finished project was rendered with a total of roughly 7,000 sq. metres 

of Dryvit Sandpebble™ finish and re-profiling mortar in a variety of colours including 

China White, Gull Gray and Red Clay.  

 

Dryvit ACR 50 is an anti-crack render system consisting of a re-profiling mortar of 

either Stucco Plus™ or a design mix incorporating Dryvit AC100™ additive which is 

finished with a factory coloured hard wearing “dirt pick-up resistant” acrylic coating.  

The system is one of a range of high performance renders available from Dryvit 



offering superior crack resistance and reduced maintenance compared to that of 

traditional painted and cement renders.   

 

The investors and main contractor of An Sean Mhuilleann were confident in the 

Dryvit system due to the ease of application and the assurance of the finishes’ 

performance and colour retention over time. David Boyle notes that, “Many other 

products are mixed on site and that is when colour can be a problem. Every feature 

told us that Dryvit offered a top product.” In addition the product is vapour permeable, 

and resistant of mildew growth and UV degradation. 

 

Dryvit’s ACR system has provided the contractors and architects of An Sean 

Mhuilleann with a long-lasting product full of flexibility as well as versatility. This 

resourceful system has achieved remarkable and quality results.  

 

ends 

 

For more information, please contact Amy Thompson or Emma Blackburn on 01480 

465953, email amy@redcomm.co.uk  
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