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DRYVIT system is the perfect finish for prestige redevelopment  
 

Dryvit’s lightweight external insulation system has proved the ideal solution to an unusual 

cladding application at the former Sheriff’s Court in Glasgow. 

 

The building was redeveloped by Persimmon Homes to provide a mixed-use complex 

incorporating luxury apartments, retail units, office accommodation and new teaching 

facilities for the Scottish Youth Theatre. 

 

The old building was largely demolished with just the original Georgian façade still in 

place. Inside, main contractor Balfour Beatty erected a new steel-framed building leaving a 

central open atrium or courtyard. 

 

It is within this courtyard that the Dryvit cladding system was used. “Although we call it an 

atrium, it is actually open to the elements – there is no roof”, explains Steven Murray, 

Balfour Beatty’s Manager for the project. 

 

“The design required a rendered finish to the external walls around the atrium that would 

be in keeping with the original stone façade. A lightweight system such as Outsulation® 

Rail was the obvious choice”, adds Mr Murray. 

 

Balfour Beatty appointed specialist subcontractor Insuclad to undertake the cladding work. 

The contract required approximately 2,200 sq m of Dryvit Outsulation Rail on Fiberock 

Aquatough over Lindab Construline studs. This combination allows rapid installation of the 

external envelope and early commencement of internal trades. 

 

Ease and speed of installation was a major factor in the choice of cladding product, 

explains Mr Murray. “Site access was fairly tight and there wasn’t enough space for 

materials storage. This system meant that materials could be delivered to site as required 

and installed more or less straight away.” 

 

Balfour Beatty started work on the site in late August 2003 and the project was completed 

summer 2005. 
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For more information, please contact Lizzie Ashley on 01480 465953 or email 

lizzie@redcomm.co.uk  
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