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Full Case Study

Project Name: 
B&B Theatre 
Hannibal, MO 

Owner: 
B&B Theatres 
Hannibal, MO 

Architect: 
J. Price Architect 
Liberty, MO 

Dryvit System & Finish: Outsulation 
Custom Brick 

Dryvit Applicator: 
Entrup Painting & Drywall Quincy, IL 

Dryvit Distributor: 
Ceiling Supply 
St. Louis, MO 

Outsulation® Case Study           

Ability to Satisfy Historic, Weight, and Budget Requirements Earns Dryvit’s Outsulation System Starring Role In New Metal Construction of B&B Theatre 
When the owners of the B&B Theatres decided to build a new movie theater, they thought they found the perfect site in downtown Hannibal, Missouri, the boyhood home of Mark Twain. The town needed and wanted a new theater, and there was even a vacant lot available right on the corner of Broadway and Main Streets.  But how were they to build a state-of-the art, multi-screen digital movie theater without having it stand out like a sore thumb in an historic town surrounded by buildings from the 19thcentury? Add to that, constraints of a levee and a high water table from the nearby Mississippi River, extreme foundation conditions, as well as budget issues, and you’ve got a challenging design and construction project to say the least.  

But with Dryvit’s Outsulation System, these concerns were addressed and the result was a unique building that is getting rave reviews by not only the theater owner, but by the local Hannibal historic committee and the community at large as well. 
After Weighing All the Issues, Dryvit Outsulation Fits the Bill  According to Dennis McIntire, director of strategic planning for B&B Theatres, “This project was one of the most unique and challenging buildings we’ve constructed to date, but also one of the most rewarding. The location is only an eighth of a mile away from the Mississippi River so the water table is extremely high. We had to drill piers to bedrock at 65’ below grade. In an historic town such as this, a new brick building would have fit right in, but that would have not only been too expensive, but was also out of the question from a structural standpoint. The masonry would have been too heavy. Wealso considered a product that had the metal sheathing and insulating foam combined in one product, but that was also cost prohibitive.” 

With Dryvit’s Outsulation exterior insulation and finish system (EIFS), the B&B Theatre development team was able to replicate all the surfaces from the surrounding buildings including brick, limestone, and concrete while satisfying sensitive historic requirements.  Highlights

The look of brick, sandblasted stone, concrete block, 
cut stone, and other surface treatments were all 
created by one contractor using Dryvit’s Outsulation 
System and a number of finish effects.

“ We even created ‘fake’ shuttered 
windows, dock doors, boarded 
facades, all in Dryvit Outsulation, 
to give the building a two-story 
character.” 

–  Jeff Price, Architect



PROJECT NAME:  
B&B Theatres, Hannibal, MO

ARCHITECT: 
J. Price Architect, Liberty, MO

DRYVIT SYSTEM & FINISHES: 
Outsulation® and Custom Brick™ Finish

DRYVIT APPLICATOR: 
Entrup Painting & Drywall, Quincy, IL

DRYVIT DISTRIBUTOR: 
Ceiling Supply, St. Louis, MO

Dryvit Outsulation 
System Seamlessly 
Integrates New 
Construction with 
Historic Charm

The story:
Challenges

Transform a vacant lot into a new movie theater 
when:

• The building needs to blend into the historic 
character of Mark Twain’s home town

• A high water table limits the carrying capacity of 
the structure’s shell

• Budget limitations further preclude the use of 
brick and other traditional materials

Solution

Use Dryvit Outsulation System to effectively mimic 
aesthetics of masonry and other materials without the 
weight and cost of masonry.

Result

A building that respects its historic brick-building 
neighbors and the budget of its owners.

Location

Hannibal, MO – the historic boyhood home of Mark 
Twain, on the banks of the Mississippi.

Of course it can.

“ We made grooves and aesthetic 
joints by cutting directly into 
the 1½ inch EPS used in the 
Outsulation System… to 
simulate window sills, shutters 
and window boxes.” 

–  Jeremy Deter, Applicator


